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Dear Parents/Carers

National Year of Reading 2026:  Go All In

We are pleased to let you know that Kempshott Junior School will be taking part in the National Year of Reading. This is a nationwide initiative designed to promote a lifelong love of reading and to highlight the important role that reading plays in children’s learning, wellbeing and future opportunities.

We have chosen to take part because reading is a fundamental life skill. Strong reading skills support children across all areas of the curriculum, helping them to develop their vocabulary, comprehension, imagination and confidence. Just as importantly, reading for pleasure has been shown to improve children’s wellbeing, encourage empathy, and to foster curiosity and a lifelong love of learning.

Throughout the year, children will be involved in a wide range of reading-focused activities and events which we will let you know about through our regular newsletters.  The first event we’d like to share with you are our plans for World Book Day which takes place on 5th March.
 
As in previous years, we will not be asking the children to dress as a book character for World Book Day.  
Instead, leading up to, and during this week, the children will be taking part in a wide range of reading activities including:
1. ‘Dressing a Door’ to celebrate the class story their teacher is reading to them. 
1. A Book Swap within year groups where the children will be encouraged to bring in a book they would like to swap with another child in their year group.  We will send further details about this closer to the date.
1. ‘Pass a Story’ where each class will contribute to writing a story over the course of the day, then pass it on to the next class to continue.  The completed story will be shared with the children at the end of the school day.
1. Decorate a wooden spoon as a favourite book character and share their choice of character with their peers.
1. Access to a virtual author visits.
1. Creating a class reading scrapbook of Book Recommendations.
Our aim during this time is to continue to encourage a shared enjoyment of reading, both within class and across the school, with a central focus on sharing books and stories which the children enjoy and have chosen to read for themselves. 
 
We look forward to sharing more information about our National Year of Reading activities as the year progresses.  In the meantime, we have attached a copy of BookDrop, a free children’s newsletter from Authorfy which includes an interview with Guy Bass, who opened our new school library last year, book recommendations for primary school children and tips for reading aloud.

By working together, we can help children develop strong reading skills and a genuine enjoyment of books.  
  
Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely



Mrs Rees


Headteacher	                                                                                              Chair of Governors
Mrs A McWilliams-Bowe                                                                             Mr D Ward
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