Kempshott Junior School Parent Council Meeting 
Thursday 9th May 2024 - Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Agenda
1. New build library and Discovery Suite
2. Communications
3. Bale, the School Dog
4. Not being allowed to play football at breaktimes
5. Locked doors.  
6. School clubs 
7. Camping for year4
8. External workshops?
9. AOB
	
	Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Action/
Information

	1.
	New Build Library
	Contributed to with money generated from afterschool clubs, the school now has a fresh space next to the hall to use for the pre/afterschool club (and other activities during the day where quiet space is required).  
The new library situated in the playground is now open for the children to use.  It will be used by the classes for reading time/teaching and also an extra space for breakout work.  It is also open during lunch and break times for those children who would prefer a quiet space.  It is fully air conditioned and has space for 6500 books.
	INFO

	2.
	Communications
	It was raised that parents should be informed before the children for more important areas, such as their teacher leaving, opportunity for camping, etc.  Sometimes this happens but it was requested that this was more consistent.
Dojo communication: can be positive but when teachers use it as a group communication and the office isn’t aware there can be inconsistencies.  The school will investigate ‘admin’ being added to group message on Dojo so they are aware of class messages. Hopefully this will reduce confusion over different information.   Note this will not include messages between teacher and parent.
Also parents requested consideration from the school about how last minute decisions affect them, and also proof reading communications to parents from parent perpective (ie would that make sense to me if I didn’t know what I know as a member of staff)
	ACTION 
School to consider how/when comms are issued.  Investigate adding Admin to Dojo

	3.
	Bale, the school dog
	Bale has been introduced to all the children and it has been a positive start.  He has a brightly coloured coat that he wears when he is working.  
· All children will have the opportunity to see Bale on occasion if they want to
· He will work with individuals and small groups who may benefit with help to build confidence /learning/mental health/anxiety/concentration
· Also plan to hold dog fear workshops/how to act around a dog/what you should do around dogs you don’t know etc
· Plans to arrange sessions for parents to meet Bale in the playground before/after school
	INFO
School have a plan in place to action the details they provided in the meeting.
Feedback to be provided at next meeting on how Bale is getting on

	4.
	Football in the playground at break times
	It was discussed why children weren’t allowed to play football in the playground.  It appears that football in particular is an emotive activity which has caused numerous issues between children that is then carried on into the classroom and takes valuable time out of the lesson to sort out and calm enough to continue.  It has also caused injuries when a ball hits someone not in the game by accident.
The school recognises that some children want to be active and have trained LSAs in various activities that will be held and supervised sessions in break times.  Designated areas in the playground will be zoned.  These activities will vary by day but will give children who want to be more physical an opportunity to participate.
There will also be areas for free play (without equipment), and the quiet areas including the new library area.

	INFO
Feedback on why no football but some useful information about how playtimes are now being organised and what is available for the children.

	5.
	Why have the doors all been locked?
	Question was raised about why this has been done and why it hasn’t been communicated to parents?
Response from school that its main purpose is safeguarding.  The increase in numbers of children with SEN that try to escape from the school required additional measures to protect from this.  It also prevents adults being able to enter classrooms from the reception area without permission.
It was confirmed that the doors will automatically release if the fire alarm goes off.
It was also noted that external doors need to be opened prior to the children leaving at end of day to prevent a crush at a door they cannot open.
	ACTION
School to ensure exit doors are open prior to children being released to avoid crushing

	6.
	Limited Clubs
	Parents raised questions about lack of choice of after school clubs / child unable to get into a club because too many trying to get into too few spaces / why can’t lower years have the same options as upper years / why don’t Juniors have an external company to run sports like the Infants.
The school responded that external companies had also required a contract to run school time sports as well as after school however they are currently exploring the option of collaborating with the Infants contractor to see if they would be willing to add on additional afterschool activities at Juniors as they are already coming to the same site. 
	ACTION
School to investigate whether possible to use same external company as KIS to provide additional sports options

	7.
	 Breakdown of the costs for the YR4 camping
	Questions were asked by yr4 parents regarding more information on what the camping trip involved.  Cost of tents has been spread over 4 years.  Snacks, breakfast and lunch on Friday.   External providers will be coming in to run some activities.  There will be lots to do including falconry, circus skills, first aid, bug hotel, rounders.
Parents who have asked about their child not staying overnight have been contacted individually.
	INFO


	8.
	External workshops
	Various concerns raised by parents about bullying, use of derogatory language towards their child by other children, respect to others including addressing misogynistic comments from boys, impact of comments and behaviours on others, impact of not addressing these behaviours and calling them out, mental health and its ok not to be ok, building confidence for introverted/shy children.
Many topics discussed during the meeting, and it was thought that a workshop focusing on bullying delivered by an external professional company that is experienced in delivering/tailoring to different groups and ages would be beneficial at delivering positive outcomes more successfully than the message from their very familiar teachers.
The school was positive about exploring the options available.
	ACTION
School will look options of providing external workshop on Bullying

	
	AOB
	
	

	9
	Workshops run by the school
	Are parents aware of the SEN workshops run by Mrs Clifton?  These are open not just to parents of SEN, but for concerns over emotional needs and behaviours of all the children.
The school asked what other areas parents would like to see workshops in?
Maths was discussed as the methods the children are taught today often varies to how parents were taught and it would be useful to understand.
Parents are invited to suggest other areas they would find helpful.
Also how should this be delivered?  Would parents attend a session at school/Zoom call that could be recorded and put on the website/other?

	ACTION
Parents to feedback on what kind of workshops would be useful and what format they would like them delivered

	10
	School website
	How do parents view the school website?  Are they using it?  Is there more information that parents would find useful that is currently missing?
	ACTION
Parents to feedback on what they would like to see on the website





