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	Strategies to aid the learning of spelling words

	
Look, cover, write. check
	This is probably the most common strategy used to learn spellings.
Look: first look at the whole word carefully and if there is one part of the word that is difficult, look at that part in more detail.
Say: say the word as you look at it, using different ways of pronouncing it if that will make it more memorable.
Cover: cover the word.
Write: write the word from memory, saying the word as you do so.
Check: Have you got it right? If yes, try writing it again and again! If not, start again – look, say, cover, write, check.

	Trace copy and replicate (and check)
	This is a similar learning process to ‘look, say, cover, write, check’ but is about developing automaticity and muscle memory. Write the word out on a sheet of paper ensuring that it is spelt correctly and it is large enough to trace over. Trace over the word and say it at the same time. Move next to the word you have just written and write it out as you say it. Turn the page over and write the word as you say it, and then check that you have spelt it correctly. If this is easy, do the same process for two different words at the same time. Once you have written all your words this way and feel confident, miss out the tracing and copying or the tracing alone and just write the words.

	Segmentation Strategy
	The splitting of a word into its constituent phonemes in the correct order to support spelling.

	Quickwrite
	Writing the words linked to the teaching focus with speed and fluency. The aim is to write as many words as possible within a time constraint.
Pupils can write words provided by the teacher or generate their own examples. For example, in two minutes write as many words as possible with the /iː/ phoneme.
This can be turned into a variety of competitive games including working in teams and developing relay race approaches.

	
Draw around the word to show the shape
	Draw around the words making a clear distinction in size where there are ascenders and descenders. Look carefully at the shape of the word and the letters in each box. Now try to write the word making sure that you get the same shape.
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	Drawing an image around the word
	This strategy is all about making a word memorable. It links to meaning in order to try to make the spelling noticeable.
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You can’t use this method as your main method of learning spellings, but it
might work on those that are just a little more difficult to remember.

	Words without vowels
	This strategy is useful where the vowel choices are the challenge in the words. Write the words without the vowels and pupils have to choose the correct grapheme to put in the space. For example, for the word field:
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	Pyramid words
	This method of learning words forces you to think of each letter separately.
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You can then reverse the process so that you end up with a diamond.

	Other strategies
	Other methods can include:

· Rainbow writing. Using coloured pencils in different ways can help to make parts of words memorable. You could highlight the tricky part s of the word or write the tricky part in a different colour. You could also write each letter in a different colour, or write the word in red, then overlay in orange, yellow and so on.
· Making up memorable ‘silly sentences’ containing the word
· Saying the word in a funny way – for example, pronouncing the ‘silent’ letters in a word
· Clapping and counting to identify the syllables in a word.
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	Target
Word from Statutory list
	My spelling strategy that will help me remember…
	Adult at home:
date when you think your child can spell the word and understands the meaning

	accommodate
	
	

	accompany
	
	

	according
	
	

	achieve
	
	

	aggressive
	
	

	amateur
	
	

	ancient
	
	

	apparent
	
	

	appreciate
	
	

	attached
	
	

	available
	
	

	average
	
	

	awkward
	
	

	bargain
	
	

	bruise
	
	

	category
	
	

	cemetery
	
	

	committee
	
	

	communicate
	
	

	community
	
	

	competition
	
	

	conscience
	
	

	conscious
	
	

	controversy
	
	

	convenience
	
	

	correspond
	
	

	criticise (critic + ise)
	
	

	curiosity
	
	

	definite
	
	

	desperate
	
	

	determined
	
	

	develop
	
	

	dictionary
	
	

	disastrous
	
	

	embarrass
	
	

	environment
	
	

	equip (-ped, -ment)
	
	

	especially
	
	

	exaggerate
	
	

	excellent
	
	

	existence
	
	

	explanation
	
	

	familiar
	
	

	foreign
	
	

	forty
	
	

	frequently
	
	

	government
	
	

	guarantee
	
	

	harass
	
	

	hindrance
	
	

	identity
	
	

	immediately
	
	

	interfere
	
	

	interrupt
	
	

	language
	
	

	leisure
	
	

	lightning
	
	

	marvellous
	
	

	mischievous
	
	

	muscle 
	
	

	necessary
	
	

	neighbour
	
	

	nuisance
	
	

	occupy
	
	

	occur
	
	

	opportunity
	
	

	parliament
	
	

	persuade
	
	

	physical
	
	

	prejudice
	
	

	privilege
	
	

	profession
	
	

	programme
	
	

	pronunciation
	
	

	queue
	
	

	recognise
	
	

	recommend
	
	

	restaurant
	
	

	rhyme
	
	

	rhythm
	
	

	sacrifice
	
	

	secretary
	
	

	shoulder
	
	

	signature
	
	

	sincere(ly)
	
	

	soldier
	
	

	stomach
	
	

	sufficient
	
	

	suggest
	
	

	symbol
	
	

	system
	
	

	temperature
	
	

	thorough
	
	

	twelfth
	
	

	variety
	
	

	vegetable
	
	

	vehicle
	
	

	yacht
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Investigate

1

Tnvestigate a given rule or pattern; find words that fit that rule and any
exceptions to that rule, e.g. Use / before e, except after c, or when
sounded as "a" as in "neighbour” and "weigh."

Or give children a collection of words that they must find the rule for, e.g:
believe, chief, piece, and thief; deceive, receive, weigh, and freight

Word families

Eg: og, eep, ish, at, ag

Make word family spinners fo generate words.

« Play word family slam, using post-it notes list ll the words belonging to
that family (colour code them), children then splat/slam with a ball o
with their hands on the words and read/sound out.

« Play Tslands', using soft mats in the hall, give each mat/island a word
family, in groups on large paper children generate words belonging to
that family, then rotate. Teacher 1o call/spell/dictate a sentence
containing dif ferent words belonging to different families, children
must travel to the correct island.

« Play with word family cubes, roll the die, generate words, who can find

‘the most?

«_Spelling Eggs - a good use of kinder eqgs to twist 1o make word families
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Word webs

A good way To build vocabulary.

Word web for “telephone’
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Create a pinny of high frequency words or tricky
words or the most commonly misspelt words in your
class. Put some words on flash cards and attach them
0 your pinny. Wear your pinny around the classroom
as an interactive resource that can be used at willl
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Code breaker or
cryptogram

The letters of a text or spelling are coded in strange
symbols. Break the code to reveal the message.

i

b e
iy
* -
9

¥ e ”
N

]

-r

4

4

*
(11344

.

Rainbow
letters/colour

Children colour chunk’ their spellings in a way that is
memorable to them, this could be done phonetically,
using syllables, or colour coding the suffixes or
prefixes. Some children like to go over their spellings
in many colours.

Zig-zag books

‘Make a zig-zag book containing the spellings that you
are learning. You could use the zig-zag book to record
spellings belonging to a particular rule, pattern or
word family that you are investigating. Try to write a
sentence containing the spelling on each page, could
you include pictures?
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A good way To remember commonly misspelt words.
Children enjoy coming up with their own mnemonics.

Never believe a lie.
There's a rat in separate

Big Elephants Can Always Understand Small Elephants
Necessary: one Collar, wo Sleeves

Mnemonics
difficulty
Fd Mrs D
Mrs |
Mrs FFI
Mrs C
MrsU
Mrs LTY!
Hot Potatol

Form a circle and play a *hot potato” ( a bean bag will
suffice).

The leader says a word which starts with a consonant
blend, i.e. *small", then throws the bean bag to
another child, who has to say a word that starts with
the same blend as “small". That child then throws to
another child and can say “change ii". The child who
gets the bean bag has o come up with a new blend,
4.9l, mp, ng and continues as before.

Word search

A good consolidation activity using all the spellings the
children have learnt. Alternatively challenge children
1o create their own wordsearches, hiding the spellings
that they've learnt. Here is a useful website where
you can create your own word searches:
htp://www.teachers-

direct.co.uk/resources/wordsearches/
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Word wheels

How many words can you make from the letters in the
wheel? Each word must contain the hub letter L. Can

you find a 9-letter word and at least 20 other words
of five letters or more avoiding proper nouns>

Unscramble
Anagrams

Give children the letters to a word in a muddled
order, they need to unscramble the letters to find
the correct spelling. This could be done o a
‘countdown timer.

Even better if you could link the spellings to a
topic that you are learning, e.g. RIVERS:

TRUE SHAPE ()

P0L0 THP ()

15 6RIT (6)

LINE (4)

cerzany (1)

TRISE (3)

HAS MET (6)

/A UBEND (6)

SUMO IRIS (8)
DRAGON TRE 36)
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Word Chop

A set of common words have been split info two
pieces. Can'you put them together to create the
correct words? Even better done with a time limit!
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Newspaper letters

Using cut out letters from newspapers or magazines
1o create spellings being learnt
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Word Sudoku

Much the same s Traditional Sudoku's you just have
10 place letters in the grid instead of numbers. Every
rol, column and mini -grid must contain the given
letters,e.g. ACORN'S

Find a few examples at:
Salole http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/word-sudoku
oxlsn

Wle
® N
Hangman An old, easy favorite: Hangman is a paper and pencil

quessing game for wo or more players. One player
thinks of a word, phrase or sentence containing the

spelling being taught, and the other tries o guess it
by suggesting letters.

Loop cards

vestful | help | helpful| spite

Each child holds a card around the class That no one
else can see, have one starting card/player and one
end/finish card. This is a good way 1o learn suffixes
or prefixes, or you could use a set of loop cards,
which help children to review regular and irregular
plurals, e.g. Who has the plural of mouse? I have mice.
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