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Key vocabulary

Viscosity Viscosity is the property of a liquid that describes 

how fast or slowly it will flow.
States of 

matter 

Materials can be one of three states: solids, 

liquids or gases. Some materials can change from 

one state to another and back again
Solution A solution is created by dissolving materials in a 

liquid. 
Solid These are materials that keep their shape unless 

a force is applied to them. They can be hard, soft 

or even squashy. Solids take up the same amount 

of space no matter what has happened to them
Liquid Liquids take the shape of their container. They 

can change shape but do not change the amount 

of space they take up. They can flow or be 

poured.
Gas Gases can spread out to completely fill the 

container or room they are in. They do not have 

any fixed shape but they do have a mass.
Flexible Bendable or flexible materials are materials that 

are able to be bent out of shape or compressed 

without breaking, and can easily be returned to 

their original shape.
Fragile A fragile object is easily damaged or broken
Waterproof does not let water pass through it
Absorbent material that soaks up liquid easily


